
	
	

	
	

	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	

End	of	Year	
	

As	we	approach	the	last	few	days	of	this	academic	
year,	it’s	time	to	look	back	over	what	has	been	a	
very	busy	and	eventful	year.	Highwoods	Primary	
school	ceased	to	exist,	as	we	became	Highwoods	
Academy	on	the	1st	June.	We	are	opening	our	
brand,	new	nursery	in	September	and	pupil	
numbers	have	not	been	as	high	in	many-a-year.	
	
We’ve	had	successes	academically	with	all	our	
statutory	assessments	and	on	the	sports	field	too.	
	
Overall	school	attendance	has	improved,	with	
record	numbers	of	pupils	taking	part	in	the	97%	
and	100%	attendance	and	punctuality	visits.	
	
The	articles	in	this	edition	of	the	Herald	have	been	
written	by	people	other	than	myself	–	including	
some	of	the	children	–	a	format	we	are	going	to	
follow	from	now	on.	
	
I	wish	to	extend	my	thanks	to	staff,	pupils,	
Governors,	parents	and	carers	for	their	support	
this	year	and	wish	them	a	happy	summer	break.	

Mr	Rhodes	Headteacher	
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Austerfield	Residential	
	
Year	3	and	4	experienced	a	fun	and	action	
packed	2	days	at	the	Austerfield	Study	
Centre.	During	their	stay,	the	group	learnt	
Orienteering	skills	and	put	them	into	
practise	first	in	the	grounds	of	the	centre	
then	out	in	the	70-acre	Nature	Reserve.		
	

After	splitting	into	teams,	the	children	
enjoyed	building	their	own	dens,	trying	to	
make	them	as	big	as	possible,	as	dark	as	
possible,	as	luxurious	inside	as	possible	and	
with	the	best	shape!		
	

Team	building	was	great	success,	the	
children	relying	on	each	other	in	dangerous	
situations	such	as	‘the	floor	is	lava!’		
	
Mr	Rhodes	cooked	us	a	fantastic	barbecue	in	
the	evening	weather	stayed	kind	so	we	
could	eat	outside.		
	

Day	2	was	more	of	the	same	with	each	
group	swapping	activities	and	having	even	
more	fun,	despite	slightly	more	soggy	
weather!		
	

Overall	all	38	children	had	a	fantastic	time,	
behaved	superbly,	joined	in	every	activity,	
slept	well,	ate	heartily,	complained	not	at	all	
and	learnt	new	skills	and	grew	as	
individuals.	Well	done	everyone!		
	

Year	3	&	4	Conisbrough	Castle	
	

As	part	of	their	Learning	challenge	on	the	Norman	
period	of	history,	Year	3	and	4	visited	Conisbrough	
castle.		As	an	example	of	a	motte-and-bailey-	castle,	
Consibrough	is	second	to	none	and	the	children	
had	a	wonderful	time	being	historians	
investigating	artefacts	to	identify	key	parts	of	the	
bailey	–	the	jail,	the	great	hall	and	the	kitchen!	We	
had	a	guided	tour	of	the	keep,	including	up	to	the	
battlements	where	the	children	learnt	about	the	
previous	residents	of	the	castle	and	how	it	had	
been	built	for	defence.		Y3	&	4	were	fascinated	by	
the	Lord’s	toilet	(and	the	job	of	cleaning	it	out!!)	
	

School	Holiday	Pattern	
2017-2018	

Please	find	attached	next	year’s	school	
holiday	pattern.	
	
Note:		We	have	2	staff	training	days	when	
we	start	back	in	September	–	Monday	4th	&	
Tuesday	5th.	
The	children	start	on	Wednesday	6th	
September	–	Breakfast	club	will	open	as	
normal	on	this	day,	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	

Book	Sale	
Mrs	Connell,	along	with	the	School	Council,	
organised	a	book	sale	to	raise	money	for	
school	funds.	We	had	a	huge	amount	of	book	
donations	which	the	School	Council	sold	for	
50p	each.	In	addition	to	this,	we	were	able	to	
organise	an	adult’s	book	sale	at	our	Sports	
Day	which	was	also	a	huge	success.	
	

Enterprise	Activities	
Each	class	was	given	a	£20.00	budget	to	design	and	
make	and	market	products	that	parents	carers	were	

able	to	buy….	
	

Year	6	created	a	DVD	to	sell	to	parents	at	their	
Graduation	ceremony.	The	DVD	contained	lots	of	
video	and	photos	which	documented	their	time	
at	Highwoods.	All	the	children	thoroughly	

enjoyed	creating	the	video.	
	

Year	5	children	tie-dyed	their	own	t-shirts	–	they	
organised	a	sale	of	these	compete	with	

refreshments.	
	

Year	4	made	their	own	impressive	
		Dream-Catchers	

	
Year	3	designed	and	made	clay	hearts	
decorations	

	
Year	2	created	Sweet	Sundaes,	they	sold	for	£2	
and	the	class	raised	a	total	of	£76.	Children	
worked	very	hard	to	create	these	and	the	
feedback	was	very	positive!				
	
Year	1	pupils	made	decorated	personalised	glass	

tea	light	holders.			
	
The	children	in	Cherry	class	made	sunflower	
plant	kits	to	sell	for	their	enterprise	project.	They	
decorated	plant	pots,	bagged	soil,	put	seeds	in	
packets	and	wrote	instructions	for	how	to	grow	
the	sunflowers.		
On	the	day	of	the	sale	the	children	set	up	a	stall	in	
the	outdoor	area	with	all	the	plant	kits	displayed.	
They	decorated	it	with	posters	and	signs	which	
they	had	made	and	they	also	had	a	till	to	take	the	
money.	All	the	children	stood	beyond	the	stall	
and	enjoyed	selling	their	own	kit	to	their	family	
as	well	as	a	few	spare	kits	to	make	some	extra	
money.		

	

Bun	sale	
	

Some	members	of	Year	6	organised	a	bun											
sale	for	Sports	Day.	These	children	spent	a	day	
making	delicious	buns	which	were	very	popular	
at	Sports	Day,	and	raised	a	big	amount	of	money	
for	school	funds,	well	done	Year	6.	
	

Year	6	Graduation	
	
Year	6	dressed	up	in	their	smartest	clothes	on	
Wednesday	the	12th	of	July	for	their	graduation	
ceremony.	It	was	an	excellent	day,	where	Year	6	
were	able	to	celebrate	their	time	here	at	
Highwoods	and	share	their	memories	with	their	
families.			
	

Year	6	leaving	do	
On	Friday	the	14th	of	July,	Year	6	attended	their	
leaving	do.	The	Vue	Doncaster	organised	for	us	to	
have	our	own	private	cinema	for	the	morning	
where	we	watched	Despicable	Me	3,	followed	by	
a	meal	together	at	McDonalds.	Mr	Rhodes	bought	
us	all	a	Mc	Flurry!!	
	

Transition	visits	
As	we	draw	closer	to	the	end	of	the	year,	Year	6	
have	taken	part	in	a	number	of	transition	
activities	to	prepare	them	for	their	move	into	
Year	7.	This	included	spending	a	full	day	at	their	
new	school	in	which	they	took	part	in	a	range	of	
activities	and	they	made	lots	of	new	friends.		
	

The	rest	of	the	school	spent	time	with	their	new	
teachers	this	week,	ready	for	a	good	start	in	
September.	
	

Children	new	to	school	have	visited	the	
Reception	class.	Nursery	children	and	parents	
have	also	visited	the	school	and	met	their	new	
teachers	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	

Year	6	vs	Staff	Rounders	
	
As	we	do	every	year,	Year	6	played	against	the	
staff	in	an	exciting	game	of	rounders.	The	whole	
of	the	school	came	out	to	support	everybody	–	
the	staff	get	really	competitive.		
	
Year	6	batted	first	and	scored	an	incredible	4½	
rounders	–	the	staff	were	worried!!	
	
After	a	slow	start	-	aided	by	excellent	fielding	by	
Y6	-		the	staff	battled	back	and	were	victorious	
with	a	7½	rounders	total.	
	
This	continues	the	unbeaten	run	by	the	staff.	
	
Accusations	of	rules	being	bent	and	cheating	by	
the	staff	are	totally	false	J.	
	
Good	fun	was	had	by	all.	
	

Year	1	Sporting	Success	
	
Yr1	Rounders	
	
Year	1	took	part	in	a	mixed	year	1	&	2	team	
Rounders	tournament	at	Mexborough	Academy.		
We	were	the	only	school	to	take	part	in	the	
tournament	and	therefore	took	1st,	2nd,	3rd	and	4th	
positions.	Well	done	to	all	the	children	who	took	
part	and	thank	you	for	their	impeccable	
behaviour	during	the	tournament.	
	
Yr1	Athletics.	
	
Year	1	took	part	in	an	Athletics	tournament	at	
Mexborough	Academy.	We	successfully	came	1st	
place	in	competition	against	three	other	schools	
in	the	local	area.	We	have	some	super-fast	
runners	and	some	excellent	throwing	and	
catching	skills.		Well	done	to	all	pupils	who	took	
part	
	

Foundation	Stage	and		
Key	Stage	1	Sports	Day	

	
The	Sports	Day	event	for	Reception	class	and	
Years	1	and	2	took	place	on	Thursday	13th	July	on	
a	lovely	sunny	morning	after	it	had	been	rained	
off	earlier	in	the	week.		
	

All	the	children	took	part	in	a	carousel	of	track	
and	field	events	with	a	group	from	their	own	
class.	As	usual,	the	Year	6	pupils	did	a	fantastic	
job	of	running	each	event	for	the	younger	
children	including	a	variety	of	races	like	egg	and	
spoon,	skipping	and	the	obligatory	‘rubber	ring	
on	the	head’	race.		
	
The	children	also	demonstrated	their	skills	on	
the	field	with	hockey	and	goal	shoot,	by	throwing	
bean	bags	in	a	bin	and	also	attempting	to	throw	
their	javelins	the	furthest.	We	would	like	to	thank	
all	the	Year	6	pupils	for	their	hard	work	in	
helping	to	run	a	very	successful	event.		
	
We	would	also	like	to	thank	all	of	you	who	were	
able	to	come	and	watch	the	children	take	part	
and	I’m	sure	you’ll	agree	that	they	all	tried	their	
best	and	made	you	very	proud	of	them.			
	

Key	Stage	2	Sports	Day		
	
Key	Stage	2	sports	day	was	very	successful.	
	
All	the	children	took	part	and	had	a	great	time.	
	
The	children	compete	in	their	house	teams	–	red,	
yellow,	green	and	blue.	
	
The	total	number	of	points	won	were	as	follows:	
	

Blue		 316	points	
Green		 334	points	
Red			 321	points	
Yellow		 353	points	

	
Well	done	Yellow	House	on	their	victory	–	they	
also	won	it	last	year.	Are	they	on	for	the	hat-trick	
next	year?	
		
We	would	also	like	to	thank	all	of	you	who	were	
able	to	come	and	watch	the	children	take	part	
and	I’m	sure	you’ll	agree	that	they	all	tried	their	
best	and	made	you	very	proud	of	them.			
	

Badminton	Event	
Our	school	was	selected	to	take	part	in	a	GB	
athlete	sponsored	event.	A	team	including	GB	
badminton	star	Jenny	Wallwork	came	to	run	a	
fun	filled	circuit	training	session	with	all	
children.	The	session	was	thoroughly	enjoyed	by	
all	children	and	was	great	to	see	all	children	
engaged	and	enjoying	sport.		



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Year	2	Sporting	Success	
	

Year	2	Athletics	
Year	2	travelled	to	Mexborough	Academy	to	
take	part	in	an	inter-pyramid	Athletics	
competition.	It	was	a	fantastic	afternoon	
and	children	were	a	credit	to	the	school.	
They	took	part	in	a	range	of	athletic	
activities,	from	sprinting	to	javelin,	and	
gained	lots	of	points.	They	tried	very	hard	
and	managed	to	beat	every	other	school	to	
get	first	place!	Fantastic	work	Year	2!	
	

Year	2	Rounders	
A	fantastic	performance	from	year	2	in	the	
rounders	competition	at	Mexborough	
Academy.	The	class	worked	exceptionally	
hard	together.	They	showed	off	their	skills	
in	both	batting	and	fielding	and	won	first,	
second,	third	and	fourth	place.	Excellent	
effort	by	all	and	definitely	a	team	to	watch	
in	the	future.		
	

Lush	Visit	
	

Following	Year	2’s	class	text		
‘Winnie	at	the	Seaside’,	the		
class	wanted	to	get	revenge	on	the	people	
who	ruined	Winnie’s	day.	They	created	
their	own	potions	full	of	disgusting	
ingredients.	They	then	had	the	opportunity	
to	create	these	potions	with	Lush.	Lush	
came	into	class	with	a	range	of	marvellous	
powders,	the	children	worked	together	to	
create	their	own	bath	bombs.	The	finished	
products	looked	and	smelt	amazing!	
	

Year 4 would like to say a big thank you to their 
‘Tiny Teacher’ Bobby-Ryan and his Mum, Kirsty. 
Mum and Bobby-Ryan have visited school nine 
times over the course of the school year giving 
Year 4 the opportunity to celebrate Bobby-Ryan’s 
first year milestones: crawling, standing, rolling 
over, first tooth etc.   
 
The attachment relationship between Mum and 
baby is an ideal model of empathy. By observing 
this relationship, the children have a clearer 
understanding of emotional literacy, which helps 
them to reflect on their own feelings and feelings of 
others.  
 
The children also learn about the neuro-science of 
how a baby’s brain develops.  
 

Ambulance Service Visit 
Year	3	unexpectedly	received	a	visit	from	
the	ambulance	service.	Mr	Robinson	and	
two	of	his	colleagues,	kindly	engaged	in	an	
impromptu	question	and	answer	session.		

The	children	were	then	given	the	
opportunity	to	step	inside	the	ambulance	to	
look	at	the	specialist	equipment	on	board. 
	

Highwoods	Nursery	
	

Opening	September	2017	for	children	
born	between	01/09/13	and	31/08/14	
	
Early	Starters	
Despite	rumours	to	the	contrary,	we	are	offering	places	to	
early	starters…	
	
If	your	child	is	born	between	01/09/14	and	31/08/15	
they	may	be	eligible	for	an	early	start	(January	2018	or	
Easter	2018)	
	
Look	out	for	the	Nursery	2018/2019	application	form	to	
apply.	
	
Our	Nursery	will	be	run	by	a	qualified	teacher,		
Mrs	Schofield	whose	expertise	is	in	Early	Childhood	
Development.	She	will	be	ably	supported	by	
Mrs	Watson,	a	highly-experienced,	qualified	
Nursery-Nurse.	
	
Breakfast	Club	will	be	open	to	nursery	children	–	
8:00am	–	parents	are	welcome	to	stay	too.	


